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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on September 26, 2007 has been entered. Claims 

1. 18, 21, 29, 32, and 36 have been amended. No claims have been cancelled. No 
claims have been added. Claims 1-37 are still pending in this application, with claims 1, 
18, 21, 29, 32, and 36 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-15 and 18-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okon et al. (US 6,504,920), in view of Joseph et al. (US 5,721 ,763). 

3. In regards to claims 1,21, 32, and 36, Okon discloses a method, 
telecommunications switching point, and telecommunications bridging station of and for 
creating an area party line (e.g., conversation between callers having common 
interests), comprising: receiving a first telephone call (for example, the first call is from a 
"prior caller") at a first local call station (See Fig. 1 and telephone network 14) directly 
over a first telecommunication link, the first telephone call providing an area party line 
indication (e.g., selected topic); receiving a second telephone call (for example, the 
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second call is from a "new caller") at the first local call station (See Fig. 1 and telephone 
network 14) directly over a second telecommunications link, the second telephone call 
providing the area party line indication (e.g., selected topic); and in response to 
receiving the area party line indication of the first and second telephone calls, bridging 
the first telephone call to the second telephone call at the first local call station to 
establish an area party line between the first telephone call and the second telephone 
call (See col. 1 lines 55-65 and col. 3 lines 47-56). Okon, however, does not disclose 
wherein the first local call station is configured to accommodate further bridging of calls 
received subsequent to the first telephone call and the second telephone call to the area 
party line established between the first telephone call and second telephone call. 
Joseph, however, does disclose wherein the first local call station is configured to 
accommodate further bridging of calls received subsequent to the first telephone call 
and the second telephone call to the area party line (e.g., chat session) established 
between the first telephone call and second telephone call (See col. 3 lines 4-28). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate this feature within the method, as a way of allowing multiple 
parties, within a particular area, to establish or join/bridge into a telephonic discussion 
via chat session. 

4. In regards to claims 2 and 22, Okon discloses all of claims 2 and 22 limitations, 
except the method, wherein the first telephone call and the second telephone call are 
landline calls, the first telecommunication link and the second telecommunication line 
are landlines, and the first local call station comprises a landline SSP. Okon, however, 
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does teach a telephone network 14, which may be read as a network, such as a PSTN, 
which provides landline services, and in which case uses an SSP (See col. 2 lines 24- 
33 and col. 2-3 lines 66-5). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate these features within the 
method, as a way of allowing landline/wired users to be able to establish a 
conversation(s) with other users sharing a common interest. 

5. In regards to claims 3 and 23, Okon discloses the method, wherein the first 
telephone call and the second telephone call are wireless telephone calls, the first 
telecommunication link and the second telecommunication link are wireless links, and 
the first local call station comprises a wireless telephone base station (See col. 2 lines 
35-41). 

6. In regards to claims 4 and 24, Okon discloses the method, further comprising: 
receiving a third telephone call at a second local call station over a third 
telecommunication link, the third telephone call providing the area party line indication 
for the first local call station; transferring the third telephone call from the second local 
call station to the first local call station; receiving the third telephone call transferred 
from the second local call station at the first local call station; and in response to 
receiving the third telephone call with the area party line indication, bridging the third 
telephone call with the first telephone call and the second telephone call to further 
establish the area party line between the first telephone call, the second telephone call, 
and the third telephone call (See col. 1 lines 55-65, col. 3 lines 47-56, and col. 6-7 lines 
66-3). 
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7. In regards to claims 5, 6, 19, 25, 26, 30, and 33, Okon discloses the method and 
telecommunications switching point, wherein the first and second telephone calls are 
landline calls over landline telecommunication links to the first local call station (See Fig. 
1 and telephone network 14), wherein the local call station is a landline SSP, and 
wherein the third telephone call is a wireless telephone call and the second local call 
station (See Fig. 1 and second network) is a base station, and wherein transferring the 
third telephone call comprises directing the wireless telephone call from the base station 
to the landline SSP (See Fig. 1, col. 2 lines 35-41, and col. 6-7 lines 66-3). 

8. In regards to claims 7 and 27, Okon discloses the method, wherein the first and 
second telephone calls are landline calls over landline telecommunication links to the 
first local call station, wherein the first local call station is a first landline SSP, and 
wherein the third telephone call is a landline telephone call and the second local call 
station is a second landline SSP, and wherein transferring the third telephone call 
comprises directing the landline telephone call from the second landline SSP over the 
public switched telephone network to the first landline SSP based on the indication of 
the area party line of the first landline SSP provided by the third telephone call (See Fig. 
1 , telephone network 14, plurality of callers 16, and col. 6-7 lines 66-3). 

9. In regards to claims 8, 20, 28, and 31 , Okon discloses the method, wherein 
directing the landline telephone call from the second landline SSP over the public 
switched telephone network comprises directing the landline telephone call from the 
second landline SSP over a long distance network to the public switched telephone 
network of the first landline SSP (See col. 4 lines 42-50). 
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10. In regards to claim 9, Okon discloses the method, further comprising: detecting 
whether the first local call station has reached a maximum area party line capacity (for 
example, a suitable partner or conversation is cannot be found or is busy); and when 
the first local call station has reached a maximum area party line capacity, then 
providing a message (e.g., prompt or indication that the suitable partner or conversation 
cannot be found or is busy) to the next incoming call with an area party line indication 
(See col. 4-5 lines 61-3 and col. 5 lines 46-55). 

11. In regards to claims 10 and 15, Okon discloses the method, wherein the 
message includes an option to be called back (for example, placed in a waiting list) to 
an area party line when available, the method further comprising: receiving a selection 
of the option and storing a number (for example, access information, such as the 
caller's telephone number) for the incoming call that has provided the selection; 
detecting when capacity at the first local call station can accommodate an incoming call 
and then calling the line identified by the number; and upon receiving an answer to the 
call to the line (for example, the caller is subsequently paired), bridging the line into the 
area party line (See col. 4-5 lines 61-20). 

12. In regards to claims 1 1 and 12, Okon discloses the method, further comprising 
upon detecting that the wireless telephone call has switched to a different base station, 
providing an option to the wireless telephone call to switch to a different area party line, 
and wherein switching the wireless call to a different landline SSP occurs only when the 
wireless telephone call selects that option to switch (See col. 4 lines 64-66). 
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1 3. In regards to claims 1 3 and 14, Okon discloses the method, wherein the third 
telephone call providing the area party line indication for the first local call station 
comprises the third telephone call dialing an area code and an exchange identifying the 
first local call station, and dialing a four digit area party line indicator (See col. 3 lines 5- 
7 and col. 4 lines 9-13). 

14. In regards to claims 18 and 29, Okon discloses a method for creating an area 
party line (e.g., conversation between callers having common interests), comprising: 
receiving a first telephone call (for example, the first call is from a "prior caller") at a first 
local station (See Fig. 1 and telephone network 14) directly over a first 
telecommunication link, the first telephone call providing an area party line indication 
(e.g., selected topic); receiving a second telephone call (for example, the second call is 
from a "new caller") at a second local call station (See Fig. 1 and second network) over 
a second telecommunication link, the second telephone call providing the area party line 
indication (e.g., selected topic) for the first local call station; transferring the second 
telephone call from the second local call station to the first local call station based on 
the area party line indication of the second telephone call; receiving the second 
telephone call transferred from the second local call station at the first local call station; 
and bridging the second telephone call with the first telephone call at the first local call 
station to establish the area party line between the first telephone call and the second 
telephone call (See col. 1 lines 55-65 and col. 3 lines 47-56). Okon, however, does not 
disclose wherein the first local call station is configured to accommodate further bridging 
of calls received subsequent to the first telephone call and the second telephone call to 
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the area party line established between the first telephone call and second telephone 
call. Joseph, however, does disclose wherein the first local call station is configured to 
accommodate further bridging of calls received subsequent to the first telephone call 
and the second telephone call to the area party line (e.g., chat session) established 
between the first telephone call and second telephone call (See col. 3 lines 4-28). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate this feature within the method, as a way of allowing multiple 
parties, within a particular area, to establish or join/bridge into a telephonic discussion 
via chat session. 

15. In regards to claim 34, Okon discloses the telecommunications switching point, 
wherein the telecommunications links are landlines (See Fig. 1, plurality of callers 16, 
telephone network 14, col. 2 lines 24-33, and col. 2-3 lines 66-5). 

16. In regards to claim 35, Okon discloses the telecommunications switching point, 
wherein the telecommunications links are wireless (See Fig. 1, caller, second network, 
and col. 2 lines 35-41). 

17. In regards to claim 37, Okon discloses the telecommunications bridging station, 
wherein the telecommunication switching points of the plurality are identified by unique 
exchange numbers (See col. 2 lines 24-33 and col. 2-3 lines 66-5). 
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18. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okon et al. (US 6,504,920), in view of Joseph et al. (US 5,721 ,763), and further in 
view of Bradshaw, Jr. (US 6,608,820). 

19. In regards to claim 16, Okon and Joseph disclose all of claim 16 limitations, 
except the method, further comprising: after bridging the third telephone call with the 
first and second telephone calls to further establish the area party line, receiving a 
selection from the first telephone call and the second telephone call to enter a private 
forum; removing the first telephone call and the second telephone call from the area 
party line upon receiving the selection to enter the private forum; and establishing a 
connection between the first telephone call and the second telephone call separate from 
the area party line after removing the first telephone call and the second telephone call 
from the area party line. Bradshaw, Jr., however, does disclose after bridging the third 
telephone (e.g., second subject party [CP2]) call with the first (e.g., controlling party [Cg 
Pty]) and second telephone (e.g., first subject party [CP1]) calls to further establish the 
area party line (e.g., conference call), receiving a selection (e.g., depression of "1" and 
"Send") from the first telephone call and the second telephone call to enter a private 
forum; removing the first telephone call and the second telephone call from the area 
party line upon receiving the selection to enter the private forum; and establishing a 
connection between the first telephone call and the second telephone call separate from 
the area party line after removing the first telephone call and the second telephone call 
from the area party line (See col. 5 lines 50-53). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate these 
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features within the method, as a way of controlling a conference call, thus allowing a 
conference call controlling party to selectively have private conversations with one of 
the subject parties in the conference call. 

20. In regards to claim 17, Okon and Joseph disclose all of claim 17 limitations, 
except the method, further comprising: after establishing the connection between the 
first and second telephone calls separate from the area party line, receiving a selection 
from the first telephone call and the second telephone call to exit the private forum; 
ending the connection between the first telephone call and the second telephone call 
separate form the area party line upon receiving the selection to exit the private forum; 
and bridging the first telephone call the second telephone call with the third telephone 
call to add the first telephone call and the second telephone call to the area party line 
after ending the connection between the first telephone cal and the second telephone 
call. Bradshaw, Jr., however, does disclose after establishing the connection between 
the first and second telephone calls separate from the area party line, receiving a 
selection (e.g., depression of "Send") from the first telephone call and the second 
telephone call to exit the private forum; ending the connection between the first 
telephone call and the second telephone call separate form the area party line upon 
receiving the selection to exit the private forum; and bridging the first telephone call the 
second telephone call with the third telephone call to add the first telephone call and the 
second telephone call to the area party line after ending the connection between the 
first telephone cal and the second telephone call (See col. 5 lines 53-55). 
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Response to Arguments 

21 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-37 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

22. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP . 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

23. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan K. Addy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 
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25. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

26. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



Thjuan K. Addy 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2614 




